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          Participants gathered at UA’s Biosphere 2 Feb. 25-28, 2019 



Purpose

Paving the way forward for sustained efforts that span research & practice communities



Participants & Location    Total Number of Participants = 63

Biosphere 2 February 25-28, 2019 

Iconic setting for formal and informal 

collaboration. Location was a key feature 

that served to excite participants about 

state-of-the-art research, and create 

connections to the scientific community. 



  Participants



 Process

   Scavenger Hunt, Meal-time Conversations, Casita Time, Maker Night, Field Trips 

  Biosphere 2:  A Place of  Inspiration and Innovation



  Findings 

Equitable practices create inclusive 

environments



  Findings 



 Principles



 Principles

draw from multiple perspectives, expertise areas, shared 
knowledge, and experiences to eliminate barriers and 
broaden access 

work collaboratively across communities where learners 
come together to support mutually reinforcing 
knowledge and practices 

use multiple technologies for learning, making, 
sharing, and exchanging ideas  flexibly and 
creatively

plan forward for the evolution of 
spaces  in response to community 
needs  

create purposes for learning 
that provoke and respond 
to changing times

Exploration with technologies and hands-on materials;  
expand problem-solving to address real-world problems 



  Surprises & Tensions

Practice “generous exclusion” that celebrates values of space 
instead of open inclusion that dilutes values (Melo, 2019).



  Recommendations



Thank you! 
Jill Castek  

@jillcastek

Jen Nichols

@jennytnichols

We welcome continued conversations, connections and 

partnerships to push this work forward. 


